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INDUSTRY FACILITATION AND SUPPORT PROGRAM — BHP BILLITON IRON ORE FUNDING 
Statement by Parliamentary Secretary 

MR P.T. MILES (Wanneroo — Parliamentary Secretary) [12.11 pm]: I would like to update Parliament on the 
recent decision by BHP Billiton Iron Ore to jointly fund a round of the state government’s industry facilitation and 
support program. The IFSP, introduced in October 2011, assists in raising the international competitiveness of local 
businesses so that they can more readily compete for work on resources projects and government contracts. 
Funding is provided to successful recipients on a dollar-for-dollar basis for activities such as upgrading 
occupational health and safety and quality systems; equipment purchases; and engaging temporary expert 
assistance. Since its launch, the IFSP has resulted in $3.3 million being committed to 227 small to medium-sized 
enterprises across Western Australia, including 152 regional businesses. So far, 136 of these companies have 
reported that IFSP assistance has led to contract awards of more than $208 million; 353 new employment 
opportunities, including 35 apprenticeships; increased turnover; and improved productivity and efficiency. 

The state government is pleased to announce that it is now working in partnership with BHP Billiton Iron Ore. 
The seventh IFSP round is available to eligible businesses in Port Hedland, South Hedland, and Newman. 
Applications to this round opened on 3 August 2015. The IFSP provides the opportunity for the private sector to 
focus on building business capability in a specific regional location. BHP Billiton Iron Ore’s funding 
commitment is a resounding endorsement of the success, reach and effectiveness of the IFSP, which is a key 
initiative under the Western Australian government local industry participation framework. I congratulate 
BHP Billiton Iron Ore’s commitment to co-fund this valuable state government program. I trust that other project 
proponents will follow their lead. 
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